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to them privileges quite contrary to the purpose
of Gregory as recorded by Bede. The ori-
ginals, he said, had been lost in a recent fire,
but copies had fortunately been taken, and
in an uncritical age these forgeries, obviously
unhistorical and teeming with anachronisms,
were accepted without demur. They reduced
York to a position from which neither
historical truth nor unwearied protests nor
unseemly brawls were able to raise that see
and province, though as a compromise, finally
sanctioned in 1354, York gained the style of
" Primate of England" as an approximation
to the title " Primate of all England " borne
by Canterbury.

And here something must be said of forgery
as an aspect of mediaeval church life. No great
church, no great monastery failed to profit by
it. The temptation was urgent, for no one was
likely to dispute the authenticity of the docu-
ments produced, and the mental state of the
authors was not such as to be shocked, morally
or intellectually, at the transgression. The
men of the Middle Ages, except in strength
and passions and intelligence, were schoolboys,
and boys in an undisciplined school where
untruthfulness, like other vices, was sanc-
tioned by a perverted standard of honour.
But beside the cases, numerous enough and